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USING RESOURCES 

• To use resources in a sustainable way is a life 
skill we all to needs to have.  

• The world needs be handed down to the next 
generation in a better state than we found it.  

• We need to prevent climate change by 
changing our lifestyles and reducing our use 
of resources.  

• We need to limit soil erosion, reduce our 
dependency on coal-generated electricity and 
use renewable sources of electricity such as 
the sunlight and wind. 



RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN 
RESOURCES AND ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT 
• Resources are the things needed and used by people. They are the 

natural and economic assets enjoyed by a country. 

• Some resources are renewable. This means they can be used over 
and over again.  

– Some examples of renewable resources are solar energy, wind 
and water. 

• Some resources are non-renewable. Their continued use can lead to 
exhaustion of the resource.  

– Some examples of non-renewable resources are gold, oil and 
coal. 

• Countries try to develop to raise the standard of living and the quality 
of life of their citizens This can only be done with a high resource 
base. Economically developed countries like America, Britain, France 
and Germany owe their success to their huge 
resource bases. 



DEPLETION AND EXPLOITATION 

• Resource depletion refers to over-exploitation and 
exhaustion of raw materials within a region.  

• Some exploitation of natural resources is essential for 
human existence.  

• If resources are used faster than they can be replaced, 
they will be depleted. 

• The causes of resource depletion: 

– Over-consumption 

– Increasing population 

– Technological and industrial development 

– Mining for oil and minerals 



EXPLOITATION & DEPLETION 

CAUSES OF 
RESOURCE 
DEPLETION 

Over 
Consumption 

People buying 
unnecesarry 

items and waste  

Increased 
efficiency of 
technology 

More resources 
extracted faster 

Deforestation 

Often not 
Sustainable 

Mining for 
minerals and 

oils 

Needed for 
growing 

industrialisation 
Technological 
and Industrial 
Development 

More resources 
are needed for a 

sophisticated 
lifestyle 

Increasing 
Population More people 

need more 
resources 



WHAT PROBLEMS ARE CAUSED BY 
EXPLOITATION OF NATURAL 

RESOURCES 
• Deforestation.  

– This causes increases in soil erosion and atmospheric 
CO2 levels, which could be a cause of global warming. 

 

• The greenhouse effect.  

– When fossil fuels are burned, by industry, in power 
stations and by vehicles and aeroplanes, gases enter 
the atmosphere. Most scientists think this is causing 
climate change. 



WHAT IS SUSTAINABILITY? 

• Sustainability means the ability to continue to do 
something without causing damage. 

• Another definition is ‘meeting the needs of the present 
without compromising the ability of future generations to 
meet their own needs’.  

• There are three parts to sustainability:  
– social,  

– environmental, and  

– economic.  

• These factors must be in balance to achieve sustainable 
resource use. 
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DIFFERENCE BETWEEN SUSTAINABLE 
AND NON-SUSTAINABLE RESOURCE 

USE? 
 SUSTAINABLE  

RESOURCE USE 
NON-SUSTAINABLE 

RESOURCE USE 

People and the 
Environment 

Ecotourism, protecting 
scenery and wildlife 

Large- scale tourism, 
especially at mountain 
and coastal resorts 

People and Resources Re- use, recycle and 
reduce, soil conservation, 
reforestation, organic 
farming, renewable 
energy use, clean 
drinking water 

Continued use of fossils 
fuels such as coal and oil, 
unnecessary use of 
minerals, deforestation, 
soil erosion, heavy 
fertilizer and agri- 
chemical use, polluted 
drinking water 

Socio-Economic Controlled urban growth Rapid urbanization and 
loss of farmland 


