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SOUTH AFRICA’s CHANGING 
ENERGY NEEDS 

• For the South African government, the challenge 
is to balance the need to tackle poverty and 
underdevelopment while bearing in mind the 
need for a sustainable energy future. 

SOUTH 
AFRICA’s 

CHANGING 
ENERGY 
NEEDS 

The need for 
greener, 
cleaner 

electricty 

The need for 
more electricity 

to promote 
develoment. 



ENERGY MANAGEMENT, TOWARDS 
GREENER ECONOMIES AND 
SUSTAINABLE LIFESTYLES; 

RESPONSIBILITIES OF 
GOVERNMENTS, BUSINESSES AND 

INDIVIDUALS 
• South Africa will face further economic losses and 

hardship for the poor if the electricity supply is not 
maintained and increased.  

• To counter this we need green technologies, 
and changes of lifestyle and consumption patterns.  

• The South African Government has been working with 
Eskom to increase capacity by boosting energy 
conservation programs and investing in clean energy. 



GREENER ECONOMIES 

• The United Nations has defined a green 
economy as one that results in 
improved human well-being and social 
equity, while reducing environmental 
risks.  

• A green economy can be thought of as 
one which is low carbon, and has 
efficient use of resources. 



SUSTAINABILITTY 

• Sustainable living is a lifestyle that 
attempts to reduce the use of the 
Earth's natural resources.  

• People living sustainably try to reduce 
their carbon footprint by altering their 
methods of transportation, energy        

•                   consumption and diet. 



THE RESPONSIBILITY OF 
GOVERNMENTS, BUSINESSES 

AND INDIVIDUALS 

• Governments can introduce legislation to reduce carbon emissions as well 
as taking the lead in educating businesses and individuals to lead greener, 
more sustainable living. 

• Governments can also set the example by ensuring that government 
buildings recycle their litter and avoid electricity and water wastage. 

• COP 17− In 2011 South Africa the government hosted, in Durban, COP 17− 
the 17th Conference of the Parties. The objective of the Convention is ‘to 
stabilise greenhouse gas concentrations at a level that will prevent 
dangerous human interference with the climate system’. 

• Businesses can help by reducing carbon emissions, recycling, improving 
waste management and reducing water and electricity consumption in 
their buildings or factories. 

• The role of individuals is to ‘Think globally, act locally’. This urges people to 
consider the health of the entire planet and to take action in their own 
communities, cities, countries and the world. 



THE CARBON FOOTPRINT 

• A carbon footprint is a measure of the impact our activities 
have on the environment, and in particular climate change. 

• The carbon footprint is a measurement of all greenhouse 
gases we produce individually. It is up to each of us to reduce 
our carbon footprints. 

• The primary footprint is a measure of our direct emissions of 
CO2 from the burning of fossil fuels including domestic 
energy consumption and transportation. 

• The secondary footprint is a measure of the indirect CO2 
emissions from the whole lifecycle of products we use− those 
associated with their manufacture and eventual breakdown. 
To put it very simply – the more we buy the more emissions 
will be caused on our behalf. 


